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Friday 15th March 2019 
 

From Mrs May 

It has been another busy week at Longwood, culminating in a fun day today to support Comic 

Relief’s Red Nose Day. The children have enjoyed wearing something red and we are hoping that 

we’ve raised a substantial amount of money for the charity. I will update you next week. Lauren and 

Adam have organised two playtime games – Guess How Many Sweets In The Jar and How Many 

Basketball Shots In One Minute. This has generated excitement and also helped add to the total. 

Well done to our Events Prefects for being proactive and making a difference. 
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On Wednesday, I led another meeting of local independent school head teachers. We all share the 

same challenges and it’s a great way of supporting each other and learning from each other. This 

week, we discussed IT and computer access, 11+ results and INSET ideas. After school on 

Wednesday, I went to a meeting of local EYFS practitioners from a variety of schools and nurseries. I 

met some interesting people, some of whom I hope to work with in 

the future. 

Next Friday, we will be joining in with National Skipping Day 2019. We 

are hoping to help set a new UK record of more than 7.45 million skips 

across the country. There are 23,850 children from 123 schools taking 

part. Please encourage your child to keep practising their skipping 

skills so that they can join in this fun event and keep healthy at the 

same time.  

 

Appointment Of New LKS2 Teacher 

This week, we interviewed four candidates. We were fortunate to have many high quality 
applications, so that we could pick and choose some really strong teachers for our shortlist. They 
were all given a tour of Longwood. My thanks to Lauren, Max, Aman, Ashrina, Tiya, Rebecca, 
Nusaybah and Avani for being excellent tour guides. They received glowing praise from the 
candidates about how well they spoke, their friendliness and their pride in our school. The 
candidates were interviewed by our student council. Thank you to Jaya, Harrison, Joshen, Elias, Kian 
and Rebecca for planning some excellent questions, taking the role seriously and conducting 
themselves professionally. The candidates enjoyed lunch with the other teachers, getting to know 
them and learning more about Longwood. The feedback from our staff members was positive and 
has added to the decision-making process. The candidates each taught an English lesson to our LKS2 
class, who behaved well. Mr Livesey and I enjoyed observing a variety of interesting techniques. 
Lastly, they were interviewed by Mr Livesey and myself. We were grateful to have such a high calibre 
of candidate and have offered the job to Mrs Rastrick, who was excited to accept. Her lesson stood 
out for her creative, original approach and in her interview, she demonstrated that she is an 
excellent classroom teacher. She is moving to us from a local prep school, has many years of 
experience in the classroom and will join our teaching team in September.  
In the meantime, Mrs Kacina, who has been holding the fort brilliantly since January, will continue 
with us until Easter and maybe beyond. We will provide an update when we know more, but I would 
like to thank Mrs Kacina for her hard work and dedication. She has been invaluable to us and has 
helped to provide stability to LKS2. 

 

30th Anniversary Ball – Saturday 28th September 

This is another reminder to email longwoodball@longwoodschool.co.uk to order your tickets. 
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Recycling Red Noses 

Once your child has finished with their red nose and you are ready to throw it 
away, we would be happy to take it off your hands. Natasha (Little Willow) is 
collecting them to use for some creative art projects with the children. 

 

Nursery News 

This month, Cherry children have enjoyed their topic, ‘Under The Sea,’ learning through stories and 

crafts. They have particularly enjoyed hanging their own pictures independently on the display wall, 

which has been especially made at their level. 

  

  

 
World Book Day Quiz 

Congratulations to the “Brave Bookworms” who were the overall winners in our quiz, which took 
place last week. Thank you again to the house captains for organising such a fun day for everyone. 
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Is Your Child 3 Before April 1st 2019? – Message From Karin Haylock, Bursar 

Are you already in receipt of Grant Funding? 

The 30 hours free childcare reconfirmation deadline is 31 March 2019. 

Families have only until Sunday 31 March 2019 to reconfirm their eligibility with HMRC to ensure 

they are still eligible for summer 2019. There are many families who still need to reconfirm; they can 

do this by logging in to their childcare service account. 

For all new parents who may be eligible for 30 hours free childcare from April 2019, they also have a 

deadline of Sunday 31 March 2019 to apply for an eligibility code on the childcare choices website. 

If a parent was issued a code over the telephone, the parent will need to reapply online when the 
time comes to reconfirm their eligibility. 
If a parent has difficulties with reconfirmation, they should insist that an incident referral is raised 
with HMRC via their helpline. HMRC can be contacted on 0300 123 4097. 
Once you have your code, please email Longwood using info@longwoodschool.co.uk and let us 
know. 

 
From FoL – Movie Night 

In an effort to move with the times, FoL are finally moving to online payments!! As I am sure you are 

aware, Movie Night is approaching and the children have chosen to watch Small Foot. This will be 

our first event using the new payment method and we are also looking to streamline responses by 

allowing all of this to be done online. Here is a link to a google doc which will allow you to confirm 

attendance https://goo.gl/forms/9FyrFvmJj5fNX3Ph1.  For those that would prefer to stick with 

payment via the postbox in reception, there will be forms available for you to complete and submit 

as usual. 

Please bear with us as we try this for the first time, however going forward we hope that this will 

make signing up for events easier for all involved!  As always, thank you for your ongoing support. 

 

Easter Holiday Fun 

The new programme and book forms are now on the website. Please book early to avoid 
disappointment. 
 

Guidance For Parents 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ice-age-the-lost-kingdom-7th-april-2019-tickets-55485020189 This 
looks like a fun event that you might like to visit over the Easter break. Just a suggestion! 

 
Congratulations 

Rocco (LKS2) was so inspired by Mrs Rastrick’s interview lesson, that he went home and wrote a 
lively description of an inventor’s shed. It was full of impressive vocabulary and colourful 
descriptions. He also illustrated his work in his uniquely humorous way. Well done, Rocco.  

https://www.gov.uk/sign-in-childcare-account
https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
mailto:info@longwoodschool.co.uk
https://goo.gl/forms/9FyrFvmJj5fNX3Ph1
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ice-age-the-lost-kingdom-7th-april-2019-tickets-55485020189
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Attachments To The Newsletter 

 Main Movie Night Poster 

Dates for your Diary  

NB – All new items are highlighted. 
 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Monday 18th 
March 

During the school day FS and UKS2 trip to 
Mountfitchet Castle 

Full school uniform to 
be worn with coats but 
no blazers. Children 
require a fully 
disposable packed 
lunch. The cost of this 
trip is £22.  

Friday 22nd Mar 9am in the school hall FS & UKS2 buddy 
assembly 

FS and UKS2 parents 
welcome 

Friday 22nd Mar At school  Mini Movie Night and 
Movie Night 

Details to follow 

Monday 25th Mar Leave school at 9am 
sharp, return at 3pm 

KS1 trip to Kew 
Gardens 

Children will require a 
packed lunch. The cost 
of this trip is £27. 

Wednesday 1st 
May 

7.30pm, in the school 
hall 

FoL Meeting Everyone welcome 

Wednesday 12th 
June 

7.30pm, in the school 
hall 

FoL Meeting Everyone welcome 

Friday 14th June School hall, 5.30-6.30 Mini Disco For FS/FT/FW 

Friday 14th June School hall, 7-9pm Main Disco For KS1 & KS2 

Wed 19th – Fri 21st 
June 

3 days UKS2 residential trip to 
Osmington Bay 

Initial letter was 
emailed to parents on 
6/9/18 

Tuesday 25th June Morning – 9.15-10.15, at 
Bushey Grove Leisure 
Centre 

KS2 Swimming Gala KS2 parents invited to 
watch 

Thursday 27th June Sports at 11am 
Picnic at 12pm 

Preschool sports day All parents and friends 
welcome to watch 
games and share a 
picnic lunch 

Thursday 27th June Picnic at 12pm. Sports at 
12.45pm. Prize giving at 
3.30ish 

Main school sports day All parents and friends 
welcome to share a 
picnic lunch and watch 
games and races. 

Saturday 29th June 12-3pm in the school 
grounds 

Longwood Fete Open to all nursery 
and school family and 
friends 
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Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Tuesday 2nd July 9am in the school hall FT class assembly Parents and family 
welcome to attend 

Thursday 4th July 9am in the school hall FW class assembly Parents and family 
welcome to attend 

Thursday 4th July 6pm at school Art Exhibition More details to follow 

Thursday 4th July 7pm at school  End of Year Celebration All KS2 children and 
their parents to 
attend. Friends and 
family welcome. 

Sunday 22nd Sept 12pm in Cassiobury Park FoL Back To School 
Picnic 

All family and friends 
welcome. Bring your 
own picnic. 

Saturday 28th Sept 7.30pm at the Mercure 
Hotel, Watford 

30th Anniversary Ball Invitation sent out 
with the newsletter on 
7/2/19 

Friday 11th Oct 7pm in the school hall FoL Quiz Night More details to follow 

 


